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ABSTRACT

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and peace and blessings be
upon His noble prophet, Muhammad and his family and companions, and those who
followed them with righteousness until the Day of Judgment.

It is thanks Allah the Almighty for granting me this success by completing this
thesis, which is entitled: "The meaning of the term ghareeb as perceived by Imam
Ibn Katheer: A critical applied study through his tafseer.”

The purpose of this study was to indicate the methodology of Imam Ibn Katheer,
may Allah send His mercy upon him, in using the term ghareeb as a description of
some hadiths narrated in his tafseer. The reason for using this term was not exactly
explained in this context, i.e. is it for the hadith being weak or narrated by one
narrator, or any other reason? In this study, the researcher selected many examples of
this case from the tafseer of Ibn Katheer. These examples were classified and
investigated through several topics and sub-sections. The study followed the
descriptive analytical approach, and deduced some rules regarding the are related to
Ibn Katheer’s use of the term ghareeb.

The main body of the theses contains two chapters: The first one presented the
biography of Imam Ibn Katheer, introduced his tafseer and his methodology in it, and
defined the term ghareeb and its meanings. This represents the literature review.

Then second chapter represents the applied part of the study. It included ninety
hadiths distributed over three topics. The first topic discussed the ghareeb situation in
the chain of narrators. The second topic the ghareeb situation in the body of the
hadith. The third and last topic investigated the ghareeb situation in both the chain of
narrators and the hadith body. Each topic included about five sub-sections according
to the term ghareeb and its following explanation.

The study concluded with the results and recommendations. The main results
were as follows:

1. Imam Ibn Katheer was not only an scholar of tafseer, but was also a scholar
of hadith. He criticized the narrations and discussed their hidden defects as
well.

2. Imam lIbn Katheer used the term ghareeb for many reasons. This included the
limited weakness, the severe weakness, the fabrication, the aahaad situation
of the chain of narrators, the hidden defect in the hadith body text due to its
being confusing or included in the Israeli narrations, or any other reason for
weakness. It is also possible to have more of one of these reasons such as
hadith weakness and being classified as aahaad hadith.

3. The study showed that the hadiths classified as ghareeb are not necessarily
weak hadiths. It is estimated that three-quarters of them are weak nes or very
weak, and a quarter of them are acceptable, i.e. hassan or sahih. Some rules
apply here as has been explained in the conclusion.

The results were followed by several recommendations as follows:

1. I recommend students of knowledge to learn hadith, as it is a vast filed of
knowledge.

2. | recommend researchers to study the tafseer terminology used by lbn
Katheer due to its diversity. This also true for his judgment on the hadiths he
mentioned.

3. | advise readers not to narrate any hadith before searching its rank. This is
possible through searching or consulting specialists.
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