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Rhetorical MeGsiEin Hadith
Dr. Sami Sulaiman Zaid Alyahya

Department of Rhetoric, Criticism and Curriculum of
Islamic Literature - Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic
University in Riyadh

ssyahya@imamu.edu.sa

Abstract:

Metathesis is a cornerstone of Arabic language
construction and one of its distinctive features. Linguists
has observed that and paid it a considerable part of their
study and research. Since then, metathesis has become a
popular term in the fields of Grammar, Syntax, and
Rhetoric. Accordingly, it is being defined differently in
each field as per the aspects addressed. In the field of
Rhetoric, metathesis has many types and representations
and is being studied and treated differently in each of its
three fields. In some of its representations, it is regarded
as a stylistic phenomenon where speech is not analyzed
explicitly. It is rather analyzed implicitly based on its
context or structure signifying the genius of the speaker,
his eloquence, and the richness of his language.
Consequently, it adds to the strength and beauty of the
word and its rhythm.

Rhetorical metathesis is found in the speech of Allah
the Almighty and His messenger -peace be upon him-.
Wherever it occurs, it is used for a subtle consideration
and a rhetorical purpose. Otherwise, the speech is
interpreted literally. The present study sheds light on such
stylistic phenomena as manifested in the speech of the
Prophet -peace be upon him-. It also aims at discovering
its eloquent secrets, rhetorical purposes, its effects on the
receiver, and how it makes the speech more subtle than
direct words in delivering the idea.

Keywords: Rhetorical Metathesis, Style of Metathesis,
Explicit analysis
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