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The Ascending and Descending Chains of Transmission and the

Value of combining both for Hadith Scholars
An Applied Theoretical Study

By: Nasser Abu Amer Abdel-Salam Abdel-Fattah
Department of Hadith and its Sciences

Faculty of Osoul EI-Din in Menofia

Azhar University

E-mail: Nfattah@taibahu.edu.sa -dr.naser1974@gmail.com

Abstract

This research aims at displaying two important points; the ascending
and desceniding chains of transmitting Hadiths together with the modern
arising values resulting from focusing light upon some Sheikhs who had
ascending and descending chains in their transmission of Hadiths. The
research also highlights the important issues of those modes of
transmission. Next, the research sheds light upon the reasons that made
Haith scholars combine the two modes in one Hadith so the Hadith scholar
could narrate the Hadith once in the ascending chain and another time in
the descending mode. By the end of the research, the researcher has listed
some important findings. For example, the transmission of Hadith is one
of the peculialiarities and glories of this nation. Seeking the chain of
transmission is also a kind of truthful sunnah as well as a genuine
requirement for Hadith scholars who argued around this point. If the
ascending chain proves to be true would be far better than the descending
chain. It is also one of the numerous aspects of preponderance that exceed
the hundredth which scholars of Hadith, fundamentalists and jurists
consider when there is controversy. The criterion of preponderance for
Hadith scholars is the flawless of the transmission whether it is acending
or descending. As for the fundamentalists, they considered the insufficient
media and though that the descending narration, if it proves to be truthful,
would be better and more preponderant than an ascending narration that is
flawed. Another finding is that the research has discussed some of the
reasons why the ascending chain surpasses the descending as a wish
expressed by the narrator to share the narration with his Sheikhi about his
antecedents or because of his keenness to listen directly from the original

e —=— @ —r— e R L WL S e e e e T


mailto:Nfattah@taibahu.edu.sa-
mailto:Nfattah@taibahu.edu.sa-
mailto:Nfattah@taibahu.edu.sa-
mailto:dr.naser1974@gmail.com

31 Aoy 300 e B paltg duma D 5oty Al dopadalt Aok iﬁ&;

source rather through a mediator. A third finding is that the reserch has
considered the benefits of combining the ascending and descending modes
of transmission of the same Hadith by Hadith scholars. Those benefits
include stating that the companion has seen Prohet Muhammad peace be
upon him and the incident or occaision that resulted in the Hadith,
observing the changeable methodology when provisions change, stating
hearing explicitly by the dishonest narrator, having a perfect context of the
descending chain while the other is succinct, having a descending chain
because its narrator proved the companions of the key narrator or the
narrator has investigated his Hadith. Finally, the research has
recommended scholars to follow their Sheikhs, receive their knowledge
directly from and read the precious introductions of the Sunnah books
such as the introduction of Fath Al-Bari and other respectable books.
Young scholars should also seek benefits and scientific points that would
be valuable for those interested in Sunnah sciences.

Key words: ascending chain, descending chain, scholars of Hadith,
narration, preponderance.
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