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IMAM MALIK’S SAYING, “AN AUTHORITY NARRATED TO ME”
IN HIS MUWATTA’

DR MOSTAFA ABU ZAID MAHMOUD, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF
HADITH AND ITS SCIENCES, COLLEGE OF ARABIC AND ISLAMIC
STUDIES (FEMALE STUDENTS), SUHAJ
MOSTAFA.ABU.ZAID @azhar.edu.eg

Abstract é&é
e

This research paper touches on one of the important questions of the |
appraisal of Hadith narrators, which is to judge the anonymous narrators | ~'='
deemed as trustworthy. This occurred in a number of Hadiths in Imam
Malik’s Muwatta “where he used the expression, “an authority narrated to @g
me”. Most of the contemporary scholars of Hadith see that judging the
anonymous narrator to be trustworthy without naming him is not enough,
since an anonymous narrator who is considered trustworthy by an author
may not be so judged by others. In addition, not naming an anonymous
narrator makes us suspicious. This paper searches this aspect in Imam
Malik’s six editions of his Al-Muwatta’, so it aimed at identifying those
anonymous narrators whom Imam Malik trusted without specifying their
names. The researcher has collected this type of Hadiths from the six
editions of Al-Muwatta’, where the Imam said, “An authority narrated to
me”. It has been found that they are 13 in number. These 13 Hadiths were
referred to in other books of Hadith and their chains of narrators have been
studied in order to identify the anonymous ones. The researcher has
identified eight anonymous narrators, but was not sure about three, and
could not recognize two. In conclusion, the researcher recommends that
similar Hadiths in Imam Ash-Shafe‘iy’s Musanad be collected where Ash-
Shafeiy said, “The authority narrated to me” or “I was told by a person
whom I trust”. Then, they should be identified through the process of
collecting them first, and then documenting them.

Key words: Imam Malik - Muwatta’ - an authority narrated to me —
appraisal of Hadith narrators
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