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Preference Between the Sunan of Abu Dawood,
Al-Tirmidhi and Al-Nasaa'i
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MA in Hadith and its Disciplines
Taibah University

Abstract

The Islamic nation has received and accepted Sahih Al-
Bukhari and Sahih Muslim because the two authors have
adhered strictly to taking account of only authentic hadiths
in their books. Later on, hadith scholars have argued about
which one of the Six Hadith Books (Al-Kutub Al-Sittah) is
more authentic after the Two Sahihs. This is because the
authors of Sunan (Abu Dawood, Al-Tirmidhi, and Al-
Nasaa’i) have not adhered strictly to include authentic
hadiths only. The present work is based on this fact and
attempts to study the difference in favouring one over the
other according to the features of each one of them, what
conditions they have made, and what has been said about
these hadith books in the past and at present. Based on the
features of the three Sunan Books, the present paper gives
five reasons for favouring the Sunan of Abu Dawood, eight
reasons for favouring the Sunan of Al-Tirmidhi, and four
reasons for favouring the Sunan of Al-Nasaa'i. The
judgement is based on the features of each of the three
books, their stipulation, and is also based on the old and
new opinions of scholars on these three books. The paper
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also evaluates the features of each book, the conditions of
each hadith scholar, and their points of strength. It has been
concluded that each one has its own merits. However, the
Sunan of Abu Dawood comes first, followed by the Sunan
of Al-Tirmidhi.
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