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(1) Blachete , Le Probléme de Mahomet, p. k4.
(2) Levi Della Vida,"Sira't, E.I. pp. 439-443.
(3) Blachdre, p. 17-18.

(4) Gibb, "TArik.b", Muslim Studies, p 109,
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The atmosphere of learning in Medina in the first
century of the Hijra is a subject that has not been given
due attention and research. Therefore, one tried teo gather
scattered information from some primary sources - mainly
Ibn Saéd - about the circles of learning at the time. ‘hrwa
attended such circles but did not achere to one teacher.

."-_._
His main source of knowledge was his aunt Aicha,

As for the analysis of‘%rwa's work, it started with
an attempt to define the framework of his Magpazi. It was
shown that his interests included all aspects of the private
and public life of the prophet - al ”Magbzzl” or al-~ "SIraj"
as it has been understood ever since.

A
Urwa's literary style is simple, direct and precisec.

But, most important is the fact that he does date his events
and proves to be conscious of the element of time. He is
consistently aware cf the sequence of different happenings,
as well as of their interrelations and of some elements of

causality.

N
Finally, many factors indicate that Urwa 4id resort to
writing his Magpaiz, which were then transmitted by his

students and quoted by latex historians,

\
Urwa was thus a pioeneer who contributed much in

establishing the school of Maghazi that develeped in Medinaa
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The reconstruction of Urwa's Maganazi required

initially an attempt to collect his reports from various
later sources, But since, often, the same report was found
in different sources in sightly different ways, some editing
was necessary. In this task, the eldest report was usually
chosen and variations in later reports were referred to in
the maggin. But when a more complete version of the same

report was found in a later source, it was given prominencee.

In this context, the collection and editing of the
reports was rendered tedious by the fact that many of the
Arabic sources still suffer from lack of proper editing,

and contain neo indices to guide the student in his research.

The reports collected were then arranged chronologically
and «<lassified according to subject matter. In this attempt,
some works by'hrwa's students were taken as a model - on

the assumption that they have followed his line.

\
Following this was an attempt to write Urwa's

biography. First, determining his date of birth required
critical analysis of different and often contradictory data.,
Textual criticism was applied to detect and eliminate internal
contradictions, while assessment of the reporters helpe” to
give some reports. credence and todiseredit cthers. Earlier
reports and family traditions were found the most reliable

socurces of information.

Second, attention was given to some aspects of
Urwa's upbringing that affected him socially, intellectually
and politically. It appeared that, although he belonged to
a family of socially and politically prominent persons - he
agdopted a different life-slyle, abstaining from participat-

ing in politics and chasing to lead a life of learning.
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