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Summary 

Imam Sadr al-Din al-Manawi (d. 803 AH) is the author of the book "Kashf al-

Manahij wa al-Tanaqih fi Takhreej Ahadith al-Masabih," which is considered 

one of the books on hadith verification. This is confirmed by the title of the 

book written by al-Manawi. However, after studying and reviewing the 

book, we find that its content includes more than just the verification of 

single hadiths. It also includes various branches of hadith sciences, which 

Imam al-Manawi addressed using a diverse methodology. These include 

quoting scholars, discussing rulings and narrators in his own words, using 

Quranic verses and language to provide evidence, confirming statements, 

clarifying meanings and jurisprudential issues, and other scholarly aspects 

that enriched his book. Al-Manawi's hadith expertise in his book is evident 

not only through his judgments on hadiths, but also because he often 

quotes from others in his judgments on hadiths, discussing the chain of 

transmission, explaining the jurisprudence of hadith, and similar topics. He 

may also leave a hadith without a ruling or comment, contenting himself 

with its verification and explaining the narrator. Rather, by examining the 

chain of transmission of the hadith, discussing the narrators, and explaining 

its weakness, ignorance, interruption, or mursal, and other reasons that 

affect the authenticity of the hadith and its use as evidence. Al-Manawi's 

actions in this regard are largely based on the chain of transmission, and his 

judgments are often specific to the chain of transmission of the hadith, 

clarifying its authenticity, weakness, and any defects it contains, especially 

without the text. This is because the text may come from another chain of 

transmission without any defects, so the hadith is authentic in terms of its 

text and chain of transmission. What confirms this action of his is his use of 

terms in judging the hadith, most of which are specific to the chain of 

transmission. He does not mean by this the weakness of the text without 

the chain of transmission if he judges it to be authentic, such as when he 

says "the chain of transmission of the two Sahihs," but rather what he 

means by this the degree of authenticity of the hadith, and he means that 

the narrators of the chain of transmission are those from whom Bukhari 



                                                                                                       

 

and Muslim transmitted, which is a term specific to him. He also does this 

when he does not judge the hadith but discusses its men and mentions the 

weak or unknown narrators in the chain of transmission, interruption, 

mursal, and the like. The fact that Imam Al-Manawi frequently quotes from 

other scholars in his writings, whether in his rulings on hadiths, narrators, 

jurisprudence, unusual aspects of hadith, or other such matters, does not 

diminish his standing and scholarship, but rather the opposite. It is 

evidence of his knowledge, vast experience, and extensive familiarity with 

the works and writings of other scholars and in various fields. We notice 

this in his statements explaining the status of the narrator, the unusual 

aspects of hadith, explaining the meaning of hadith, discussing the 

jurisprudence of hadith, and other branches of knowledge that branched 

off from the science of hadith. His quotations were not unintentional or 

without knowledge, but rather he quoted with precision, selecting from the 

statements the most authentic, most illustrative, and most convincing in 

their argument. This can only be mastered by someone who possesses 

extensive knowledge that enables them to select and choose from the 

statements what serves the issue they wish to explain. This benefits 

whoever peruses his book, as it enriches the reader by allowing him to read 

the names of other books, know their contents and authors, and thus 

increase his knowledge of books and writings. From all of this comes the 

importance of the book "Kashf Al-Manahij and the Scientific Status" by Al-

Manawi (may Allah have mercy on him). 
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