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The Use of the Term '""Mursal" for the Vague Isnad in Al-

Bukhari's The Great History
Aysha bint Faraj bin Ali Al-Ogqla,
Department of Quran and Sunnah, College of Da'wah and Islamic Studies,

Umm Al-Qura University, Mecca, Saudi Arabia

Email: aalogla1992@hotmail.com

Abstract

This research addresses the topic of "'the use of the term 'mursal’ for the
vague isnad (chain of narrators) in Al-Bukhari's 7/e Grear History.” The
importance of studying this topic lies in the high status of Imam Bukhari as
one of the greatest scholars of hadith and the significance of 7/e Grear
LHistory as a leading reference for scholars in the science of the biographies
of narrators. An inductive approach was adopted by tracing the instances
where Bukhari used the term "mursal” for a vague isnad. Then, an
analytical and critical approach was employed to study the identified
instances. The research is divided into an introduction, three sections, and a
conclusion. The first section defines "mursal" linguistically and
terminologically. The second section discusses the use of "mursal" for the
vague isnad by other scholars of hadith criticism. The third section explores
the isnads in which Bukhari described a narration as "mursal” due to its
vagueness. The conclusion summarizes the most important findings,
including: the diversity of definitions of "mursal"’ among hadith scholars;
the established usage of "mursal” to refer to a narration attributed to a
tabi'i (follower of the Companions) and directly raised to the Prophet
(pbuh); Bukhari used the term "mursal" for vague isnads in many
instances in his history.

Keywords.- Bukhari's Methodology , Mursal , 7/e Grear History ,
Vague Isnad
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