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The Efforts of the Grand Imam of Al- Azhar Sheikh Abdelhalim
Mahmoud (May Allah have mercy on him) in serving the Sunnah

By: Randa Mustafa Abdulfattah Ali

Department of Hadith and its Sciences

Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Women in Qalyubia

Azhar University

Email: randa.m8787t@gmail.com

Abstract:

Al-Azhar Al- Sharif has been distinguished for sponsoring the sciences of the
Sunnah. Such distinction can be traced back to the various efforts of the
Grand Imams of Al- Azhar Al- Sharif. Imam Abdelhalim Mahmoud, May
Allah have mercy on him, had a large share of those efforts. Hence, this
research introduces the Imam stating his date of birth, his early upbringing,
stages of his education, his sheikhs, positions he held, some of his reformist
attitudes, his most important writings, and finally his date of death. After that
the paper has handled the tireless efforts of the Imam for serving the Sunnah
which have appeared through an analytical and descriptive study of some of
the Imam’s writings that dealt with more than one art of the sciences of Hadith
such as the biography prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) and evidence
of the Noble prophethood. The paper has also gone through the history of
registering the Sunnah, highlighting its status and defending it against
suspicions. In addition, the paper has dealt with translations and biographies
of the Imams of Hadith, and it has drawn attention to Imam Abdelhalim
Mahmoud's care for translating the writings of orientalists about the Prophet
(Peace be upon him). Finally, the research paper has concluded with the most
important findings which can be summed up in that the Grand Imams of Al-
Azhar have served the Sunnah in many various ways including its
memorization, explanation, clarification, reading as well as giving due
attention to the arts of Hadith sciences. Sheikh Abdelhalim Mahmoud has
been the most distinguished Imam of Al- Azhar who served the sciences of
the Sunnah. The Imam has been well- known for monitoring the writings of
the orientalists and responding to their words and their slander around the
pure Sunnah. Next, the research paper closes with the recommendations and
the indexes.

Keywords: efforts, service, Abdelhalim Mahmoud, Al-Azhar, Sunnah.
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