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Arabization of Al-Hadith Al-Nabawi in Sahih Al-Bukhari

Abstract:

Arabization is a linguistic process through which foreign words and
expressions are assimilated into the Arabic language system. In this process,
derivational changes on thesc words are made to make them fit into the system of the
Arabic language. Arabization has been studied by old and recent Arab linguists to
preserve the identity and trace the development of the Arabic language.

Al-Hadith Al-Nabawi, which refers to the sayings and speech of Prophet
Mohammed, may peace be upon him, is one of the areas affected by Arabization.
Throughout Islam history, many Moslem scholars took the burden of collecting,
documenting, and writing Al-Hadith Al-Nabawi. One of these scholars was Al-
Bukhari, who wrote a collection of Ahadith (plural of Hadith) under his name “Sahih
Al-Bukhari”.

This research has identified eighty foreign words and expressions, though
Arabized, in Sahih Al-Bukhari. These expressions come from four language family
sources, three of which are known and one is unknown. The known language families
are the Aryan, Hemetic, and Semitic. The Aryan includes the Indian, Persian, Greek,
and Latin. The Semitic includes Hebrew, Assyrian, Aramaic, Semitic Abisynian, and
Semitic Nabatian. The Hemitic language family includes Hemitic Abisynian and
Hemitic Nabatian. The origin of some expressions, however, remains unidentified.
Such expressions are classified under “unknown languages™.

Researching the Arabized words and expressions of Al-Hadith Al-Nabawi in
Sahih Al-Bukhari and comparing them with their form in the original language from
which they descend, we could obtain a clearer picture of the changes and derivations
that took place over these words and expressions. Changes and derivations are

classified under the following forms:

1. Arabization through the addition of one letter to the Arabized word as in the
Persian word “nuk™, which has become “4nok” in Arabic meaning “molten lead™ .

2, Arabization through the omission of one letter with accompanying changes as in
the Assyrian word “rora” whose last letter was omitted to become “ror” in Arabic.

3. Arabization through making more than one change and omission in the letters of
the Arbized word as in the Greek word *“inkilion™ of which the letter “k” became
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