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Thesis Abstract

Title of Thesis: The Term “laysa bi al-gawiy” According to the Two Imams Al-Bukhari and
Abu Hatim Al-Razi: An Applied Theoretical Study.

This thesis is submitted to obtain a master’s degree in the Department of Sunnah and Its Sciences
at Qassim University. It is prepared by the student: Suad bint Sulaiman bin Mohammad Al-
Saqoub, under the supervision of Dr. Sulaiman bin Abdullah bin Mohammad Al-Saud.

The thesis touches briefly on the biography of Al-Bukhari and Abu Hatim, explains the term
“laysa bi al-qawiy (or not strong) ”” according to the two Imams, collects the narrators described
by them as “laysa bi al-gawiy”, studies one hadith for more than sixty narrators whom Al-
Bukhari and Abu Hatim described as “laysa bi al-qawiy”, and considers other denounced
hadiths of theirs.

This is conducted according to an inductive-analytical approach by examining the two Imams’
usages of the term ““laysa bi al-qawiy” for the narrators, as well as analyzing their usages to
identify what they mean with this term and to clarify its grade (martabah).

The most important findings of thesis include as follows:
1- The term “laysa bi al-qawiy” basically expresses leniency (Talyeen) and mild invalidation.

2- There is no difference between the terms “laysa bi al-qawiy” and “laysa bi gawiy” in the
usages of Al-Bukhari and Abu Hatim.

3- As transmitted to us, Yahya bin Ma’in, Ali bin Al-Madini and Ahmad bin Hanbal were the
first critics to use this term, then the scholars applied it to judge the narrators.

4- Al-Bukhari rarely uses this term for the accepted narrator, and applies it a little to the very
weak narrator.

5- Abu Hatim often uses this term for the accepted narrator, and applies it a little to the very
weak narrator.

6- According to Al-Bukhari and Abu Hatim, the grade of the term “laysa bi al-gawiy” is mostly
consistent with the grades of validation and invalidation (al-jarh wa al-ta'dil) mentioned by
other scholars.

7- The hadiths of narrators described with the term “laysa bi al-gawiy” are written, then the
chains of narrators are examined.

8- The term “laysa bi al-gawiy ” may be associated with other words of validation or invalidation
(al-jarh wa al-ta"dil), so its meaning is identified according to the words associated with it.

Recommendations:

1- Several terms of validation and invalidation (al-jarh wa al-ta dil) remained unexamined, so
they require study and examination.




2- It is necessary to study the terms of the two Imams Al-Bukhari and Abu Hatim in terms of
validation and invalidation, compare them with each other, and know the sayings of critics about
these terms to identify their correct meaning.
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