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Al-Siar (Biographies) in Imam al-Tahawi’s Book
“Sharh Ma’ani Al-Athar” (Explaining the Meanings of
the Jurisprudence Literature): A Study and

Investigation

Abstract
Ahmed Abdullah Othman Al-Talabany
Supervised by
Dr. Yehya Mahmood Al-Qudhat

All praise and thanks are Allah’s, the Lord of “Alamin” (Mankind, jinn
and all that exists), and peace be upon the master of messengers,
Mohammed (PBUH) and his companions and followers.

The thesis is of two chapters. The first tackles the methodology of
Imam Al-Tahawi in his book Al-Siar (in the second half of this book —
“Laying Hands on Spoils after Fighting the Enemies™). Jurisprudence, in
fact, has greatly influenced the religious rules, regulated people’s worships,
dealings, and various life affairs. So, Jurists have been engaged in tackling
this field. Al-Tahawi’s book is one among others tackling this field. It
differs, however, from other books in many respects. He supported his
juristic views by evidences from the prophetic tradition. His methodology,
while exposing the juristic views, was to give priority to the doctrine of the
great Imam Abu-Hanifa Al-Nu’man bin Thabit Al-Kufi (May God have
mercy upon him). He, then, discussed the other doctrines and views and their

evidence. He exerted a great effort in the field of prophetic tradition and

223



