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The Methodological Bases of the Mupaddithazn (Hadith
Narrators)

By: Dr. Sameh Abdullah Abdul-Qawi Metwally

Abstract

This paper aims to track the methodological bases used by the
Mufhaddithin (Hadith Narrators) in their Hadith practices and
assessment of narrations, as well as in validating or rejecting them.
The study presents six main bases, as follows:

1.

Inductive Methodology: a remarkable innate scientific
methodology that the Mujaddithin completely relied on. Their
history and heritage bears witness of their massive tracing of
particles, in addition to full-scale inspections of narrators and
narrations. In fact, the eminence of a critic was mainly
determined by how remarkably he could induce and trace.

. Comparative Methodology: comparing and balancing the

conclusions of induction, studying those conclusions, and
weighing them against one another to reach a valid verdict.
Scholarly Argumentation: a complementary approach derived
from the previous ones. It determines the manner of debate and
dialogue among the scholars in different scientific discussions.
The most distinct of these is “the Art of Studying.”

. Reasonable Criticism of Narrations: the Mujaddithiin employed

reason to criticize narrations. Even though they rarely phrased
theoretical rules for it, they are quite detectable in their practical
applications. Tracking their critical verdicts in their books
demonstrates how present those rules were in the process.

Realist Objective Judgment of Narrators and Narrations:
recognizing the truth is the first step to dealing with it.
Recognizing things as they are determines the stance required
towards them, be it conformation or consideration.

Building on Methodological Doubt: the critics of Mujaddithiin
started out by doubting the validity of Hadith issues and matters
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until proven valid. They judged a Hadith as correct only if it
fulfilled the five conditions: a connected chain of transmission,
justice of reporters, total coherence, and absence of eccentricity
or blemish. Even these conditions are under scrutiny in every
Hadith being studied, so none of it is accepted until it is proven
valid.
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