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THE DEFECTS OF AL-MATN (HADITH TEXT) IN
AL-BYHAQI'S AL SUNAN AL-KUBRA
BY
MAHMOOD SALAMAH SALIM AL-MUHR
SUPERVISOR
DR . SULTAN SANAD AL-AKAYLEH

All praise and thanks be to Allah« we praise Him and seek His support,

help, forgiveness and refuge from evils of ourselves.

Whomever Allah guides< no one can misguide, and whomever Allah

misguides, no one can guide.
I bear witness that there is no god but Allah, and I bear witness that

Muhammad (p.b.u.h) is the servant and Messenger of Allah.

The discipline of Hadith defects is one of the most important¢ criticalc

ambiguous and hard disciplines of the study of hadith. This is why it is
only a small number of pioneer, versed and Knowledgeable scholars who
have had deep insight, understanding, and good deal of Knowledge about
the status of hadith narrators can deal with its questions and issues.

Al-mam al-Bayhaqi, may Allah bless his soul, was one of the scholars
Kubara where he defects of al- hadith in his books of which al-sunan al-
kubara where he investigated, and discussed many of these defects and
their reasons. This is because of his deep Knowledge, long practice and
good experience of such matters and noble discipline. We can easily find
that he gives various reasons and justification for the defects he detects in
both the sanad (chain of hadith narrators) and matn (radith text). He detects
additions, deletions, irregularities, reverses, conflicting the consensus, the

narrator of the account, the person about whom the account talks, a person
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who was involved in the incident, reason or the history, inconsistencies
distortion, or mixing the texts of hadith.
In all of this, al-Bayhaqi followed the manners of the scholars preceded

him not as an imitator but as a mujtahid who quotes from the views of the
others« discusses them and selects what is the preferred view according to
his Knowledge. In other instances he keeps silent about some of the

scholars' views to give his consonant. This study explains and clarifies

these 1ssues.
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