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Study of the Hadith "You will recruit soldiers from
Levant, Iraq and Yemen...."

Nemat Mohammad AlJafary*
King Saud University
(Received 09/10/2017; accepted for publication 11/09/2017.)

Abstract: This research is a critical study of Abdulaah Ibn-Hiwalah's Hadith ("You will recruit soldiers from the Levant, Iraq and
Yemen...") in terms of chain of narration and text understanding. It seeks to clarify the Hadith's ghareeb aspects and implications. The
importance of the selected Hadith lies in frequent references to it, especially in contemporary issues. The problem about the Hadith is
disagreement on its status as sahih (as judged by Al-Albani) and as dhaeef (as judged by Al-Ghimari). The research explores the Hadith's
varied ways and sources, locates aspects of disagreement, weighs disagreement points according to related criteria, and surveys the scholars'
opposing views regarding the Hadith's ranking. The study of the selected Hadith shows great confusion in the chain of narrators, and shows
content contradiction with other related Hadiths ranked as sahih, and hence relegates it to the marduud category. The research recommends
that great attention be paid to thorough investigation of the Hadiths on trials, especially as people refer to such Hadiths in contemporary
conflicts. This recommendation is a necessary step for the prevention of youth from being misled into devious and destructive adventures.

Keywords: Abdullah Ibn-Hiwaalah, soldiers of Levant, Iraq and Yemen, sahih, dhaeef, marduud, mawdhou', ghareeb, Al-Albani,
Al-Ghimari, Hadith ranks, sanad, matn.
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