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Abstract

This research is entitled: “The Method of Imam Abdullah Ibn Muhammad al-
Azdi known as Ibn Al-Faradi (403 AH) in the criticism of men: An applied study on
his book History of the scholars of Andalusia”.

This study relied on the inductive method in the collection of the study material, and
then the descriptive analytical approach to investigate the views of Imam ibn al-
Faradi and highlight his method in the criticism of men (narrators).

The research consists of an introduction, four chapters, a conclusion, and indexes.

The introduction presented the importance of the topic, the motives behind its
selection, its objectives, the previous studies, its methodology, difficulties, nature,
and finally the research plan.

The first chapter offered a summarized presentation of the era of Imam ibn al-
Faradi and his biography. It also presented a glance about his book the introduction
of his book “History of the Scholars of Andalusia”, and introduced the science of
criticism of men.

The second chapter discussed the knowledge of Imam ibn al- Faradi of narrators,
their conditions, and the status of their narrations.

The third chapter presented the methodology of Imam ibn al- Faradi in praising
narrators. This was achieved through presenting his terminology in this regard and
some examples of the praised narrators. The chapter then compared his opinions with
other Hadith critics. The chapter also presented the ranks of praising used by Imam
ibn al- Faradi and the characteristics of his methodology in this regard.

The fourth chapter presented the methodology of Imam ibn al- Faradi in criticizing
narrators. This was achieved through presenting his terminology in this regard and
some examples of the criticized narrators. The chapter then compared his opinions
with other Hadith critics. The chapter also presented the ranks of criticizing used by
Imam ibn al- Faradi and the characteristics of his methodology in this regard.

Finally, the study conclusion included the most important findings and
recommendations. The most important findings were as follows:

- Imam ibn al-Faradi had a firm knowledge in Hadith narration criticism, and
his opinions in the field of narrators’ criticism and praising are valid.

- He may be classified as a moderate critic in the field of narrators’ criticism
and praising, in which he had a clear scientific approach.

- He adopted four ranks in narrators praising and three ones in criticism.

The most important recommendations were as follows:

- Paying attention to the studies related to narrators criticism, and highlighting
the methods of imams in preserving the Sunnah.

- Paying attention to studying the books of history, and relating them to the
science of Hadith.

- To study the resources of Imam ibn al-Faradi in a separate dissertation.
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