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How Sunna (Prophetic Sayings and Actions)
Reformed the Bad habits of the Pre-Islamic Era.

An Example: Mourning of the dead.
Hessein Tawfeeq Ismael Shaban

Department of Hadith and Sunnah Sciences, Faculty of
Islamic Female, Al-Azhar University, Luxor, Egypt.

Email: huseanshabaan.2080@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

In the introduction, | gave a comprehensive definition of
Pre-Islam and the good habits Which Islam had acknowledged
such as hospitality, generosity, supporting the oppressed, weak
or overpowered. Then he tackled the bad habits which infringe
upon the tolerance of Islam. Islam actually had abdicated such
habits such as the women wearing mourning clothes to mourn
the dead. In section 1, | have included several points: | gave a
linguistic definition of mourning and the derviations of the word.
| gave a definition of mourning according to society and norms
and how they used it. | gave different aspects of mourning and
how there are differences from one society to another.
Sometimes mourning is done by sending a person who would
mourn a dead person in public meetings, and mention some of
his good deeds and righteousness. Mourning is also conducted
through a person who just informs other people. On other
occasions, mourning is featured through crying and whining the
dead person. In Section 2, | explained the religious jurisdiction of
the Sunna. Clerics had disagreement about mourning. Here we
have four parts: Section 1 indicated the preferred jurisprudence
which meant the doubling of mourners praying for the dead
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person asking God’s forgiveness and atonement. Section 2
contained the accepted jurisprudence required at time of
necessity to prepare the dead and clean him/her up and get the
casket and carrying him/her to the grave, prayer, mourning and
burying. Section 3 explained the disliked jurisprudence which the
companions of the prophet had shunned and disliked concerning
mourning which is similar to Pre-Islam period. In section 4, |
explained the forbidden jurisprudence which has crying and
whining as if it were an objection on God’s destiny. The
conclusion indicated the most important results reached and the
recommendations for further research. Then paper contained
references and indexes. The most important findings of the
research went this way: It is acceptable by Sunna to mourn the
dead and inform people so that he or she could be given
everything like preparing the funeral, and coffin. Mourning is also
acceptable if it is meant for informing people and mentioning
some of the dead person’s good deeds. It is forbidden to cry and
whine over dead people.

Keywords: Sunnah, Correction, Customs, Mourning,
Jaahiliyyah (Pre-Islamic era)
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