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Verifying Hadith by Legal Theorists’ (Usulis’) .
Muhammad Majdy Abdul-Majid El-Safouri
Department of Hadith studies, School of Theology and Islamic Calling,
Al-Azhar University, Tanta Branch, Egypt.
E-mail: mohamedelsafoury86(@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This paper seeks to study how usiilis dealt with the question of verifying
the prophetic reports. Drawing on their own internal perspective, I will
show whether they have a distinct method from the muhaddithtin (hadith
specialists), or they follow them in the points in question. This study
challenges the idea of measuring the views of usiilis in the hadith-related
topics against the principles of muhaddithiins, and elaborates the
distinction of the ustlis’ methods of reports verification. I depend on two
research methodology to conduct this paper. First: the inductive
descriptive methodology, which I resorted to in order to survey the usili
literature in pursuit of their views about reports verification. Second: the
critical analytical methodology, which enabled me to analyze my
findings, and to dig deeper to tease out the underlying motivations of
usiilis. It also provided me with the necessary critical tools investigate the
sources I read. The most significant finding of this paper is the claim that
usiilis have their own distinct theory of verifying the solitary narrated
report (khabar al-wahid), which is different from the one developed by
muhaddithiins. Although both theories are based on the authenticity of
the text, its proven implementation, and being uncontested by other
sources, they diverge in other issues. muhaddithiins underlined the
importance of the verification of the text and the probity of the narrators.
However, usiilis, on the other hand, put less emphasis on the narrators of
the hadith, and gave more weight to the verification of the text itself.
I recommend that researchers who studied the hadith topics in the usil
literature are in desperate need to review their conclusions. They
grounded their studies on drawing an analogy between the verification of
usiilt and muhaddithiin, which this study proves to be erroneous as each
school adopts its own distinctive principles and axioms. Moreover, this
study draws the attention to the paramount importance of the
interdisciplinary topics such as ones shared by hadith and usil, or hadith
and linguistics. I suggest that further studies would need to thoroughly
investigate the views of usiilis that were influenced by muhaddithiin, and
to examine their sources and genealogy.
Keywords: Legal Theorists, Verification, Prophetic Traditions, Reports.
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