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of Prophetic Traditions; "an Objective Study".
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Abstract

All praise be to God, the Lord of creation. And all peace and
blessings be upon the master of all creatures, our master
Muhammad, his whole family and his all Companions.

Having that said, there are many traditions in the Prophetic
Practice (Sunnah) that includes the terms of inattentiveness and
forgetfulness of all kinds, referring to some of the causes of
forgetfulness and implying ways to solve it. It is important to know
these ways as forgetfulness is a phenomenon of our age and a
point of complaint of all the people, in all age groups and races.
One of the objective dimensions in this research is collecting
these traditions from the nine canonical books of traditions and
considering them with an objective traditional examination.

The Structure of the Research

This research is composed of an introduction, three chapters
with each a number of topics, which might be branched out into
issues and questions as needed, and finally a conclusion.

The introduction addresses the significance of the topic, the
reason for choosing it, the issue of the study, the previous
studies, and the study plan as follows:

Chapter 1 addresses the linguistic and terminological meanings
of inattentiveness (Sahw) and forgetfulness (Nesian), the
difference between them, and the wisdom behind them. In
chapter2, | have explained the types of inattentiveness and
forgetfulness. Chapter 3 discusses the causes of inattentiveness
and forgetfulness and the methods of treatment. And finally the
conclusion, which indicates the most fundamental results of the
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study and recommendations, and the most important of which
are:

1-The inattentiveness and forgetfulness are often used in
Prophetic traditions with the same meaning, either truly, according
to the category that sees them as synonyms, or permissibly,
according to the category that differentiates between them, unless
forgetfulness had the meaning of leaving.

2—Allah is too exalted for the attribute of forgetfulness, and
what He is described with in the Qur'an and Hadith has the sense
of leaving and is not considered as an attribute of deficiency, as it
is a response of their deed, not an absolute description.

3—Forgetfulness has many diversities. Some of which are
regarding the characteristic all humans share without any
exception, even the perfect memorizers, with variations of its
extent, some of which are from Satan, and some of which are
from Allah for His specific purpose; either it is a trial, His Mercy, or
a punishment.

4 — Inattentiveness is not caused by a disease, rather it is a
temporary symptom that disappears by the slightest alert. This is
unlike forgetfulness; while some of it is similar to inattentiveness,
other is caused by a disease that varies in strength, such as
mental confusion, Dementia, Alzheimer’s, Long-term or Short-
term memory loss, and the like.

5—In traditions, most of the causes of inattentiveness and
forgetfulness and the methods of treating them have been shown.
This has been explained by the commentators of Prophetic
traditions, and by doing so, they have preceded what has been
written later in literatures of education, learning theories,
psychology and what is related to memory and its diseases.

As for the recommendations:

1- Synonyms of forgetfulness are to be addressed and all
narratives about them are to be collected and studied objectively,
and the same with the opposites of forgetfulness, such as
memorizing, remembering, and the like.

Keywords: inattentiveness, forgetfulness, memorizing, tradition
(Hadith), Prophetic Practice (Sunnah), treatment
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