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Imam Ibn-Shu'bah's Exaggerated Warnings against Certain Hadith Narrators
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Abstract: This research aims to survey and gather criticisms regarding statements attributed to Shu'bah Ibn-Alhajjaj, containing
exaggerated warnings against Hadith narrators. Shu'bah was the major Hadith specialist of his time. The research attempts to identify and
study the statements that were genuinely made by him. It also attempts to identify the contextual conditions of the statements, the views of
main critics, and the impact of their criticism on the high scholarly regard given to Shu'bah. The research follows a deductive-inductive
approach. The following are the most important findings of the research: only five statements out of eleven are proven to be made by
Shu'bah; the narrators proven to be discredited by Shubah are Aban Ibn-Abi-Ayyash and Abu-Haruun Al'abdi; some of Shu'bah's expressions
had been already in common use, and by some sahaabah before as well; the alleged warning against narrations by the poor could be is a
misunderstanding, for Shu'bah was more concerned with the validity of Hadiths; this is supported by that his closest renowned students never
mentioned any such warnings against the poor.
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