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Abstract 
 
This research aims to clarify the opinion of the orientalist Noel James 

Coulson about the Sunnah, and investigate the evidences on which he 
founded his notion about Sunnah, and check the extent of his commitment 
to the rules of proper scientific research in formulating his opinion, and 
prove it and verify the validity of his conclusions. The problem statement of 
this research is related to the allegation of Orientalists, among whom is  N. 
J. Coulson. They follow the proper scientific method in research, but when 
we see their works we find it does not follow the standardized process. The 
researcher adopted the descriptive approach, and the analytical-critical 
method, where the researcher presented and explained the opinion of N. J. 
Coulson as mentioned in his book "The history of Islamic law," then 
analyze and critique it. The significance of this research is the need to 
clarify orientalist approaches in studying Sunnah, and figuring out what the 
scientific flaw and deviation, and set aside their principles and refute their 
suspicions. Among the most important findings of the research is that the 
approach taken by N. J. Coulson in his study about Sunnah is not related to 
the proper scientific methodology. It is just a claim free from evidence, and 
contrary to the clear reason. He followed a selective way in choosing 
examples for study and lack of objectivity. Even with this dysfunctional 
approach; the evidences that he selected were not valid for what he want to 
prove, it is not fit to be a proof of it; it is opposed and repeal his opinion that 
he based on it. So all his findings were mere allegations and suspicions. 
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