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""Abdal al-Sham' Hadith as Mentioned in the Manuscripts and Recources of the
Virtues of the Holy Land and Other Books of Legacy

Ghalib Anabseh *

ABSTRACT

In the present preliminary study we dealt with traditions of the “righteous men of al-Sham” (abdal al-
Sham), by which we mean religious personalities or, as Golziher describes them, a caste of saints in the
Sufi order which enjoyed a relatively high position in Islamic thought, as reflected both in official hadith
compilations and in works on the “Virtues of the Holy Land” (al-Sham in both the broad and narrow
sense), to wit Syria and Palestine in the broad sense, and just Syria or even only Damascus, in the narrow

sense.

What we attempted to do in the present study was to identify to the extent possible the various traditions in
Arabic manuscripts and other sources dating from the Mamluk and Ottoman periods, and compare them to
the official hadith compilations, which go back to the beginnings of Islam. These traditions attribute a
certain sanctity to the geographical region or the city or location where such saints appeared.

In the study we addressed a number of different issues. One of these is the concept of abdal itself, from a
linguistic and a semantic point of view. We also dealt with their number and their characteristics, as
described in various traditions, as well as their functions. We then mentioned some names of people who
were described as having belonged to the abdal, and finally we dealt with the cities of al-Sham concerning
which there are traditions about abdal, under the assumption that the number of such righteous people in a
given city or region may provide an indication as to its importance compared to another geographical

regions.

Keywords: abdal al-Sham, Sufism, Geographical Regions.

* Department of Arabic Language, Bait Pearl Academy. Received on 2/3/2006 and Accepted for Publication on
9/11/2006.

- 769 -



