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Al-Ismaili's Comments on Al-Bukhari's
Categories
Analytical study

Reem, daughter of Ali Abdullah Al-Saadoun
Thesis Abstract

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and peace be upon the most
honorable of prophets and messengers, our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and companions.

Since Al-Ismaili Imam's book of hadith was unavailable, the author
was fortunate to find some of his work and comments on Al-Bukhari's
translations, which were included in the books of commentaries on Sahih
Al-Bukhari. This study aims to compile Al-Ismaili Imam's comments,
analyze them, and evaluate them in light of the scholars' position. The book
of Fath Al-Bari by Ibn Hajar was selected as it provides the scholars'
clearest and most comprehensive points of view. Accordingly, this
dissertation’s title is Al-Ismaili's Comments on Al-Bukhari's Categories
(Analytical study).

The four main chapters of this dissertation are as follows:

Chapter One: Al-Ismaili's Comments on the Hadith's Eligibility for
Translation, and it covers six parts:

Part one: His Comment on the Hadith's Overall Eligibility for
Translation.

Part two: His Comment on a Certain Part of the Hadith's Eligibility
for Translation.

Part three: His Comment on the Hadith's Eligibility for Translation,
as Stated by Several Hadith Narrators.

Part four: His Comment on the Authentic Hadith's (Mahfouth)
Eligibility for Translation.

Part five: His Comment on Another Hadith that is More Deserving
of Translation.

Part six: A Defense of Al-Bukhari's Work is Provided After a Few
Comments on his Translation.

Second chapter: Al-Ismaili's Comments on the Translation itself, and
they are divided into four parts:

Part one: His Comments that Translation Might Not be Entirely
Useful.

Part two: His Comments on Some Connotations in the Translation.
Part three: Al-Ismaili Suggested a Translation That he Believed to be
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Better Than Al-Bukhari's.

Part four: Al-Ismaili Commitment to Al-Bukhari, the Discrepancy
Between Two Translations.

Chapter Three: Al-Ismaili's Comments on Al-Bukhari by Limiting his
Category to "None Marfu."

Chapter Four: A Collection of Different Comments, which are
divided into four parts:

Part one: The Different Phrasing Used in Hadith.

Part two: Al-Ismaili and the Inaccuracy in his Claim That Al-
Bukhari Modified a Word in the Hadith.

Part three: The Difference in the Hadith's Placement in the Chapters.

Part four: What was Thought to be an Ismaili Comment, but it was
Not.

The researcher in this study offers the following information at each
translation:

Firstly, presenting the text of the hadith that was translated from Sahih
Al-Bukhari's book.

Secondly, providing Al-Ismaili Imam's commentary on the translation,
as reported by Ibn Hajar in Fath Al-Bari.

Thirdly, discussing the scholars’ position on Al-Bukhari's translation
and Al-Ismaili comment.

Fourthly, summarizing the main points of the comments and
highlighting the findings.

The following are the key findings of the present research:

Al-Ismaili Imam is one of few scholars who combined the sciences of
jurisprudence and hadith, so he presents problems with Al-Bukhari,
discusses, justifies, and gives preference to his opinions at times. He made
a large number of objections in his books to Al-Bukhari, and these
objections vary in their strength clarity and the agreement or disagreement
of other scholars with them. However, it became clear after this research
that most of these objections have an clear, justifiable or possible answer to
them. Some scholars disagreed with them, especially Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar. A
rare few objections had an irrelevant or arbitrary answer to them. Ibn Hajar
conveyed these rare objections and their answers or was silent about them,
sometimes he did not even express an answer to them.

In my thesis, | discussed one hundred and three objections. | divided
them into four chapters. | repeated ten of them according to their suitability
for the chapters.

Thanks be to Allah.
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