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Abstract

The Context Signs and Its Influence on Understanding
the Prophetic Tradition

Dr. Kacem Omar Hadj Mahammed

The paper addresses the concept of the context signs linguistically and
idiomatically and its main forms as given in some language references and
traditions (Hadiths) interpretations, along with its impact on the correct un-
derstanding of the Prophetic Hadith and the purpose behind it.These signs are
either from inside the text, such as the words and the style, or from outside
the text like Holy Quran, the multiple narrations, and the causes or consensus
for narration. The paper has also discussed the four standards to deal with the
context sign.

Finally, the paper concluded with some results and recommendations in-
cluding: the interest of the majority of Hadith interpreters in the context sign
in its various forms and evidences as it is necessary for the understanding of
the Prophetic text especially when words are multiple and similar provided
that there should be an evidence in it. In addition to that, the texts of the Sun-
nah contain the linguistic usage and the unusual forensic usage which might
transfer the meaning of the word into another meaning. Without taking this
usage into consideration, the Sunnah cannot be understood properly. Again
the criteria made by scholars should be taken into account when considering
the context of texts.This would prevent from falling into mental permissibil-
ity in understanding without any evidence.

Keywords:context, sign, the Prophetic Sunnah, usage.
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