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THE VARIETIES OF INCIDENTS IN THE NARRATIONS OF THE

PROPHIC (AHADITH)
ASTRUCTURAL AND CRITICAL STUDY

By
Hamzah (M. W.) Al-Bakri

Supervisor
Dr. "Mohammad Eid" Al-Saheb

ABSTRACT

This study discusses the issue of “varieties of incidents” an issue often
discussed when several narrations of a particular incident differ. Some scholars
resolve the issue by ascribing each of the similar narrations to a separate
incident. Others disagree, explaining that the incident took place only once. This
group of scholars returns all the narrations to one meaning either by accepting
one narration and finding fault in the others, favoring some narrations over
others, or interpreting them all to mean one thing.

This study defines what is understood by the term “varieties of incidents”
and its historical development along with the different scholarly opinions
regarding its ruling. The wisdom behind the existence of this issue in the
narrations of the Prophet # is briefly discussed as well.

Emphasis is also placed in this study on the relationship between this issue
and a number of subjects in the sciences of hadith and the foundations of Islamic
jurisprudence. It also illustrates the effect of this issue on the understanding,
abrogation, and tawatur (multiple-chain transmission) of ahadith.

To accurately cover this topic, the study also examines its conditions,
indicators, and preventatives. Within this examination, it criticizes those who
negligently make reference to this issue without justification.

Finally, this study explores the issue of the varieties of incidents as it occurs
in the circumstances of revelation of the Holy Quran and the Prophetic ahadith.

Throughout the sections of this study, numerous examples of Prophetic
ahadith are mentioned. In some of these, the fact that the incident occurred more
the once holds true, and in others, it does not.



