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Abstract

This study examines the methodology of Imam Al-Bukhari in proving and denying
hearing in his book ‘At-Tarikh Al-Kabir’ [The Great History], through an applied
critical study. Imam Al-Bukhari included in his book many issues of hearing and
lack thereof between the narrator and his sheikh, in several formulas; this becomes
quite significant in clarifying the communication or lack of it, and then knowing the
state of the Hadith in case it was accepted or rejected.

The study dealt with the theoretical aspect which involved a brief introduction to
Imam Al-Bukhari and his book ‘The Great History’, and an introduction to the
verification of hearing and denying it among narrators, its importance and their
concern for it, as well as the care of Imam Bukhari about it.

The study also had a practical aspect which looked into the expressions of proving
the hearing and its words, such as the expressions indicating the statement of hearing,
the expressions indicating the agreement, and the expressions indicating the potential
hearing. The number of issues that were studied in proving the hearing were sixty
issues.

Expressions of denying hearing and its words were also examined, such as possible
expressions to deny hearing, expressions indicating challenging the validity of the
hearing, and expressions indicating interruption. The number of issues that were
studied in the denial of hearing reached sixty-seven issues.

The researcher adopted the partial inductive approach in collecting the scientific
material, with the help of the descriptive, analytical and critical approach in order to
identify the hearing and lack of it among the narrators.

The study concluded with several results, including the following: the approach of
Imam Al-Bukhari was consistent with the condition attributed to him in the
requirement of an agreement between narrators of the time. That is why Al-Bukhari
was very meticulous, investigative in proving issues of hearing and agreement
between the narrators of the time, which gained weight and strength to his condition
and to his chain of communication. The mention by Al-Bukhari - and other scholars
— of the narration of so-and-so on so-and-so does not necessarily mean that there was
a hearing or that a contact between narrators occurred, but rather it meant the
existence of a narration of that narrator on the authority of that sheikh. The study
approved Imam Al-Bukhari in most of the studied issues, which confirms his
leadership in this field, as well as his accuracy and moderation.

The researcher recommends paying attention to the book ‘The Great History’ in
general, and to the subject of verifying hearing or lack thereof among narrators
through conducting a comprehensive applied study. It is also recommended to study
Al-Bukhari’s comments on scholars, as well as their comments on him.
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