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1- Muslim Tradition: The Question of Authenticity, p. 84- 89.

2- Tradition- The Second Foundation of Islam, Muslim World, XLlI, 1951, p. 22- 23.
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1- Muslim Tradition: The Question of Authenticity, p.84- 89.
2- Tradition- The Second Foundation of Islam, p.22- 23.

3- Hadith, The Encyclopedia of Islam, p.23- 24.
4-Traditional: Investigation and Classification, p.98- 99.
5-Standards Applied by Muslim Traditionists, p. 459.
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1- Hadith, p. 24.
2- Muslim Tradition: The Question of Authenticity, p.92.
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1- Hadith, p. 24.

2-Muslim Tradition: The Question of Authenticity, p.92.
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1- Hadith, in the Encyclopedia of Islam, p.24.
2- Mishkat al- masabih, English translation with explanatory notes, (Author: Khatib al-

Tabrizi, Muhammad ibn Abd Allah, fi. 1337), p.5.
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THE STAND OF THE BRITISH ORIENTALIST JAMES ROBSON
OF THE SIX BOOKS: AN ANALYTICAL CRITICAL STUDY

By
Sereen Abdel Rahman Salem Alia

Supervisior
Dr. Sultan Sanad Al-Akayleh

ABSTRACT

The theme of the research is being within the core of defending the Sunna (of the
Prophet), this was especially when the Orientalists directed their effort to study the
Sunna (of the Prophet), and some of those Orientalists drew forth criticism and raised
doubts about Sunna. | have dealt with one of such raised doubts and criticism that a
British Orientalist named James Charles Robson had evoked towards the six books of
Al Hadith (saying of the Prophet); which they are considered the most important and
eminent books involved in Sunna (of the Prophet).

The main objectives that | have sought to achieve, that to recognize the study
methods of Al Hadith (sayings of the Prophet) that Robson adopted, to stand on his
views with regard to the Six Books, by conducting an objective scientific discussion,
especially that Sunna (of the Prophet) is a major source of the Islamic sources of
legislation and one of the pillars of Islam and if this pillar is demolished, this shall
conduce to the destruction of Islam.

The research was divided into introduction, preamble, three chapters and
conclusions; the introduction was devoted to the defining the study, where | have
clarified the problem of the study, its importance, aims and the methodology of the
research. The preamble showed the main lines that the Orientalists adopted in studying
Islam in general, also | have clarified the beginnings of the Orientalists studies about

Sunna (of the Prophet).



As for the first chapter, 1 brought up the concept of Orientalism and its
beginnings, the lifetime and Orientalism efforts of James Robson.

As for the second chapter, | brought into view the major themes that Robson
adopted regarding Hadith (saying of the Prophet), and the method in his study.
Furthermore, | discussed the methods and the attitude of the Orientalist Robson study
towards the composers and compliers of the Six Books of Al Hdith (saying of the
Prophet), standing, position and narrations.

As for the third chapter, in which Robson spoke about his position regarding the
bodies and texts of the Hadith of the six books where he viewed and subjugated those
texts to criticism, whereas | dealt with Robson's position toward the texts relating the
Prophet's life, asceticism and miracles, followed by Robson's position towards the
Prophet's — peace be upon him — companions. Robson also brought into view two
attitudes for Aisha and Omar Ibn Al Khattab — Allah be pleased with-. Finally, the
allegation that the Prophet had studied, examined the Bible and quoted thereof; all these

points were discussed and refuted.



