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ILLUSION OF THE TOOL OF REPORTING
DR MUHAMMAD MAHMOUD YASEEN AHMAD, ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR OF HADITH AND ITS SCIENCES, COLLEGE OF
ARABIC AND ISLAMIC STUDIES (MALE STUDENTS), QINA
MUHAMMAD.YASEEN@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract

This research paper tackles one of the most important topics of the Science
of Hadith and its deficiencies, namely the possibility of illusion in trusting
the chain of narrators. Researchers can obviously see that there is a
difference between the narrator’s words “On the authority of so-and-so” and
“So-and-so told me that”. In the first case, it is possible that the narrator
heard the information, but the second is more emphatic, and the possibility
decreases when one person from the chain of narrators is deemed as
dishonest. The following example will help make this clear. Sometimes a
dishonest narrator, who always reports on the authority of a specific
narrator, relates a Hadith. Then another narrator, unlike most other
narrators, relates on the authority of this dishonest narrator by saying “So-
and-so (i.e. the dishonest narrator) told me that” or “said that”, instead of
“On the authority of so-and-so”. Therefore, some people may think that the
chain of narration is sound because of the illusion resulting from the tool of
reporting. Thus, the researcher has to be careful and notice such subtle and

rare cases of illusion.

Key words: illusion — reporting tool — dishonest narrator
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