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Investigating Ubayy Ibn-Ka’b’s Hadith:
“How much of my salaah shall I devote to you?”

Saleh Fraih Al-Bahlal*
Al-Majma’ah University
(Received 03/09/2017; accepted for publication 04/10/2017.)

Abstract: The research investigates Ubayy Ibn-Ka’b’s Hadith asking the Prophet, “How much of my sal/lah shall I devote to you?” Its
aim is to establish if the Hadith is ‘‘sahih”, to explain what Ubayy meant by “salaah’’, and to envisage how Ubayy could devote all his
salaah to the Prophet. The research follows a deductive-inductive approach. The following are important findings: the Hadith is ranked as
“dha’eef”’; regardless of being “sahih” or not, the word “salaah” means “du’aa’ / saying a prayer for...”; and there are scholarly variations
for praying for the Prophet in response to Ubayy’s question. The research recommends that the study of any Hadith must investigate content
as well as chain of narrators. Such necessary investigation is typical of competent scholarly criticism.
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