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Abstract

The science of the origins of understanding Hadith is considered one of the pillars
of the sciences of Hadith that is connected to the text and in most need of it. Through it,
it preserves the meanings of Sunnah from errors and distortions. It also brings attention
to the students of knowledge to these considered foundations for their sound
understanding of the texts of Hadith. Imam Al-Shafi'i is considered from the most
honorable scholars in all that has to do with the foundations of understanding the words
of Allah and the words of his Messenger peace and blessings upon him. He was the first
to write and author a book about the the bases of the science of Jurisprudence. In
addition, he is the first to write many of its bases; and those who cane after him learned
from him. He also mentioned in abundance many rules and regulations for
understanding Hadith and supported them by giving examples, since he was the
forerunner in applying these rules and regulations.

The researcher in his study has pointed to rules and regulations of Imam Al-
Shafi'is books, studied them, analyzed them and pointed to it's conditions and it's
examples, while studying two examples for every foundation and referencing the rest.
Furthermore, the study revealed the foundations he based his understanding of the
Hadith upon and that it goes back to four foundations. The Hadith is self dispensed; the
Sunnah does not oppose the Quran; the authentic Sunnah does not contradict one
another; the inauthentic Hadith cannot be used as proof.

Also, the study revealed the details of the rules of understanding the Hadith
mentioned by Imam Al-Shafi'i in his books. They are divided into three categories: rules

of understanding the Hadith by looking at the same Hadith; rules of understanding the
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Hadith by looking at other Hadiths with the possibility of understanding them together;
rules of understanding the Hadith by looking at other Hadiths without the possibility of
understanding them together.

As for the first category, it consists of: rules of understanding the Hadith based on
what is meant by its saying and its indication of request. Rules of understanding the
Hadith considering the objections of the meaning of the saying. Rules of understanding
the Hadith considering the indication of action and acknowledgment. Rules of
understanding the Hadith by looking at what is connecting to the Hadith.

As for the second category, it consists of: rules of understanding the Hadith with
the help of other proofs and evidences. Rules of understanding the Hadiths collectively.

As for the third category, it consists of: rules of the abrogation of Hadith. Rules
of reconciliation and adoption between Hadiths. The study has shown the most
important reasons and factors for the high intelligence of Imam Al-Shafi'i in
understanding Hadith as well as the rules and regulations that he based his
understanding of Hadith upon and the pillars of understanding Hadith he mentioned in
his books. The study also shows the abundance of examples in his books as he has a
high standing amongst the scholars, it also shows the effect of his understanding upon
those who came after him as well as the celebration of the scholars for his
understanding as he showed his wide expression of scientific facts before the settlement
of terms. The study also shows the holistic view and vision of Imam Al-Shafi'i of the
legislation sources as a whole, as well as each individually and the reason for his views.
The study shows how Imam Al-Shafi'i glorified the holy texts and elevated the level of

Hadith as well as how his understanding of the foundations and pillars effected them.



