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Abstract

Islam is based on two objects, Quran and Hadith. Allah is the custodian of the
protection of both of them. There is no room for any doubt neither in the verses
nor in the words and letters of the Holy Quran.While the sayings of Holy Prophet
(PBUH) are usually of two major types, 'Saheeh' (acceptable) and 'Daeef’
(following not the criterion of 'Saheeh’). One type (Saheeh) is truly referred to
the Holy Prophet (PBUH) while other ( Daeef) is not or it is doubted in its

reference.

Allah has been creating the people who distinguished ‘Saheeh' sayings from
'‘Daeef' throughout the ages and laid rules, regulations and principles to
differentiate 'Saheeh' from 'Daeef'. This new branch of knowledge was initiated
in the reign of the companion of Muhammad (PBUH). After that this branch of
knowledge was declared "Usool-e-Hadith". Just like the other branches of
subjects/knowledge, "Usool-e-Hadith™ also had its terms and terminologies to

classify the 'Saheeh' and 'Daeef' sayings into different classification degrees.

During previous ages the terms were not used (according to their present
implementation). But questions were replied according to the caliber of the
asking people to make them understand. But in the coming ages, on becoming
acquainted with the Greek Knowledge the religious branches of knowledge were
also affected by logical reasoning by the muslim scholars. And the science of
"Usool-e-Hadith" also could not save it from its affects. So the terms of this

subject of "Usool-e-Hadith" were defined in the most comprehensive ways. It



was tried to specify the intended or aimed at meanings of terms by analyzing the

sayings and their intended usage by the earlier scholars.

The scholars before and during the fifth Islamic century are declared the earlier
scholars (Al-Mutagaddemeen) while the scholars after that depicting the clear
impression of the logical reasoning are declared the succeeders (Al-

Mutaakhereen).

A complete study/analysis shows that there is some time a vast difference in the
use of terms, terminologies, there intended meanings, and their implementations
between the earlier scholars and their succeeders. In this research, this difference

has been tried to discuss and highlight.
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