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THE HADITH SCIENCES
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ABSTRACT

This study deals with the importance of abbreviated books(Mukhtasars), their
origins, the reasons for their writing, their benefits, the development of their history on the
introduction of Ibn al-Salah (d. 1245) in the science of hadith, their advantages and effects,
and comparing them with the Abridgments of Ibn al-Salah's Muqgaddimah.This study is
carried out with analytical readings of original sources and is rooted in a comparative
approach. The study considers a very critical approach and follows the rules of scientific
research.

The significance of the present study is evident as it explores the abridgments
(Mukhtasars) in the Mugaddama regarding its impact on the development of hadith
sciences. The present study briefly deals with the abbreviated books, focuses on the books
of abbreviations presented by Ibn Al-Salah in full in terms of their merits, and comparing
them with books of their abbreviations. In addition, this study has shown the efforts of the
authors in summarization of Ibn Al-Salah's Mugaddama and their additions and criticisms
to it.

The study reached a set of results, the most important of which are these: From the
beginning the abridgments (Mukhtasars) began appearing around the fourth century AH
onward among hadith books (Riwayat al-Hadith). However, the most deserving
abridgments (Mukhtasars) are of hadith sciences as they were written on the book
Mugaddama of Ibn al-Salah in the seventh century AH, the first of which is the book of
Irshad by al-Nawawi. Abridgments (Mukhtasars) in Ibn al-Salah's Mugadama is not
concerned with a mere transmission of narrations. On the contrary, it indulges in essential
and valuable additions, glosses, interpretations, and criticisms of the original works. These
books (Mukhtasars) are the primary reference sources in the great hadith compidum. Their
method is to change so that each concise book has its own particular form/arrangement and
partitions (dividing the book into chapters). Even though they differ in method and
linguistic fashion they are similar in terms of some standard features. Furthermore, each
Abridgments (Mukhtasars) work has influenced or appears to have influenced its
contemporary and future Hadith scholars.
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