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Al-Hafiz Al-Isma'ili and His critiques on Sahih Al-Bukhari through what
is Trasmitted by Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar Al-Asgalni in Fath Al-Bari from Al-
Mustakhraj

A critical study
By Abada A. A. Tahhan
Supervisor Dr. Mahmood Rasheed

Abstract

The book of Hafiz al-‘Isma'1li that is known as (Mustakhraj al- ‘Isma 'il7) is one of the first
books that was concerned with the Sahih of Imam al-Bukhari, and despite its importance,
this book is still lost to this day. Al-‘Isma'ili criticized in his Mustakhraj number of hadiths
that were mentioned in al-Bukhari’s sahih either through its matn (the body text) or sanad
(the chain of narrators).

This study aims to elucidate the significance of the Mustakhraj in resolving some of
the issues related to Sahih al-Bukhari, and to collect the hadiths whose chains of narrators
and body text were criticized by al-‘Isma’1l1, or to which he presented objections in his book
through Ibn Hajar’s book Fathul Bari. The study shed an extensive light on the places of
criticism along with the comments of Ibn Hajar and other commentators of the Sahih. All of
these views have been discussed in light of hadith sciences and the views of the scholars of
hadith.

The researcher collected Fifty-three hadiths that al-‘Isma'li has criticized on Sahih
al-Bukhari. The study concluded that al-Bukhari’s opinion was correct in twenty-Seven
places, and al-‘Isma'1li was accurate in his criticism of sixteen hadiths. The remaining ten
hadiths are based on probability. Although al-‘Isma’1li was accurate in his criticism of sixteen
hadiths, the study found that al-Bukhari had preceded al-‘Isma'ili in that with subtle hints
which were hidden from the latter. Moreover, despite the relevance of al-‘Isma'ili’s opinion
in his criticism of the remaining ten hadiths, the researcher found that al-Bukhari’s view is at
a high level of precision since those hadiths are based on probability and no force in al-
‘Isma'1l1’s criticism that can oppose al-Bukhar1’s point of view, therefore, the latter’s opinion

is accurate
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