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This study aimed at pointing  out Al Imam Al Dhahabi educational thought, 

contributions in education and educational philosophy. Also, to investigate 

the extent of his perspectives into the contemporary educational 

philosophy.  

 

This research attempted to answer the following question: “What are the 

features of Al Imam Al Dhahabi educational thought?” This major question 

divided into seven sub-questions related to his perspectives of the sciences 

and the scholars of his era, the educational techniques and approaches to 

gain knowledge, the image of moral, the relationship among the elements 

of the teaching learning process, and the extent to which his perspectives 

agree or disagree with contemporary educational thought.  

 

To answer these questions, the researcher used the historical approach 

supported with the description and the analysis techniques to what are 

available of his works and what was written about him. 

 

The study concluded that Al Imam Al Dhahabi thought was inspired of his 

Islamic belief ( al-salaphi) which clearly appeared in his concentration on 

religious sciences, the distinction between sciences according to the degree 

of strictness of  religious instructions, his perspective of the sciences and 

the scholars of his era, or his perception of the concept of “preventive-

curative education” based upon fear of Alaah. In his recommendations, Al 

Dhahabi also gave priority to education over instruction. This was obvious 

in his perspectives of the ethics that both the teacher and the learner should 

stick to and control their relationships. The study also concluded that some 

of AL Dhahabi perspectives match nowadays educational thought: focusing 

on precision in investigation and research, giving priority to gradation in 

seeking knowledge and in presenting it, giving the learner the freedom of 

selecting both the tutor and the subject matter, paying attention to the 

individual differences, the importance of the family in the educational 

process, the compulsory education, and the reflective thinking and self 

accountability. 


