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APPROACH OF FOUNDATIONAL CRITICIM OF HADITHS ACCORDING
TO THE HANAFIS, A PRACTICAL STUDY

By
Manal Dyab Mahmoud Abu Al Kheir
Supervisor
Dr. Abdullah alkilani.

ABSTRACT

Sunnah is the second source of Islamic law after the Qur'an. Unlike the Qur'an,
which is definitive in authenticity, hadiths vary in reliability, leading to different
methodologies among scholars for their acceptance and critique. This thesis
examines the Hanafi school's approach to hadith critique, identifying two types:
Hadith-based critique and Usul-based evidential critique. The former assesses the
chain of narration and text, while the latter evaluates a hadith's suitability for legal
derivation.

The Hanafis developed a distinctive critique method, often aligning with
hadith scholars but differing in key aspects. Accusations of their ignorance in hadith
sciences are unfounded. This study highlights the rigorous criteria used by the
Hanafis in accepting or rejecting hadiths and determining their legal applicability.
The final chapter examines specific hadiths critiqued based on these principles.

The study concludes that the Hanafis were generally lenient in accepting
narrations, particularly reliable ones, but strict regarding narrators' precision. They
also set specific conditions for solitary reports (Ahad hadiths). It is recommended to
study the Usul-based critique across different schools to help reconcile differences
and resolve disputes.

KEYWORDS: Usul al-Figh (Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence), Usul-Based
Critique Methodology, Textual Critique, Evidential Critique, Hanafi School.
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