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Submitted: Suhaib Mohamad Ismail Zoubi
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Abstract

This study discusses the definition of the tribe in Islam, the hierarchies of
tribal society and the status which these tribes were at before Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) came with his Message. It discusses its valuable
characteristics resembled by generosity, hospitality, helping the
oppressed and social solidarity. But it discusses also the oppression,
intolerance and clashes which was spread at those times. It highlights
the root changes which happened to these tribes after Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) came with the Message and how the Prophet
(PBUH) succeeded in shifting this pagan combative tribal society into a
faithful and solider society. The Prophet (PBUH) made use of the
safeguard provided by the different tribes in general and his own clan in
particular during his call to Islam. | clarified the reasons why “Quraysh”
was considered the tribe of highest status between the other tribes at
that time. | also explained many useful social and economic characters
of the tribes, which the prophet (PBUH) asserted and organised on fair
basis. Where he praised and criticized these characters based on their
values and not on their tribal origin.

This study draws attention to the prophetic course in correcting the
tribal behaviours and how he warned of the dangers from blindly
favouring their allegiance to their tribe over the fair judicial laws of Islam
also one of and the effect of this blind tribalism on the society which is
Through my reading and tracing of the the rejected behaviours in Islam.
“Sunnah” and “Seerah” of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH), | also showed
the Prophet’s (PBUH) prudent approach in bringing the tribes and their
chiefs together; where he had many methods to deal with them proving
his broad understanding of the nature of these clans and his profound
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expertise in dealing with them being an individual part of the clan (tribe)
before and after his Message (PBUH).

| concluded my study with recommendations and profound solutions for
the problems arising in relation to the tribal society which the Prophet
(PBUH) implanted in his “Ummah” to grasp onto the rope of Allah (SWT)
in order to build and construct a loving and caring Islamic society
(Ummabh). A society which binds under the banner of Islam and the
brotherhood of faith (Iman); its standards of favouritism are based faith
(Iman) and fear of Allah (Tagwa) away from any relation to race, colour
or sex.
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