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Abstract

Sahih Al-Bukhari or *“ Al-Jame’ Assahih” — the Authentic Compendium — is
considered by Muslims to be the most authentic and reliable book second to
the Holy Quran.

However, there are important hadiths that are fundamental in their fields and
quite popular among scholars and important for people, yet Imam Bukhari
discarded these hadiths and excluded them in his Sahih. Such discarding
raises questions about the reasons behind this: Was it a matter of briefing,

selectivity, divergence from his conditions, or were they defective?

Therefore, this thesis investigates the forms and reasons that made Imam
Bukhari discard the Chapter hadiths or the fundamental hadith in the
chapters. The discard took several forms, such as: discarding the whole
chapter; titling the chapter but discarding the fundamental hadith of the
chapter; inclusion of a hadith under the title which is less relevant to the
chapter ; or discarding a word , a phrase , or part of the hadith. The reasons
for discard vary with hadiths and chapters- they could be related to the chain

of narratives or to the text.

Ibn Salah said in Maintenance of Sahih Muslim, “If one or both scholars
discarded a fundamental authentic hadith and had no equivalent hadith listed,
this would be the result of a deficiency that one or both of the scholars were

aware of, or it just happened by inattention.”

Taking into consideration that Imam Al-Bukhari would discard hadiths only
for legitimate reasons and purposes, this thesis will aim to investigate them.



