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Bukhari’s Methodology of Hadith Criticism in the Mirror of His Book a/-
Tarikh al-Awsat

by

Ahmad Abdul Jabbar Snobar

Supervisor

Professor Doctor Yasser Shimali

Abstract

This paper has sought to highlight the methodology of Imam Bukhari in his al-Tarikh ai-
Awsat, particularly his methodology of hadith criticism. The purpose behind this is to
make clear the concise, terse comments that Imam Bukhari makes after the hadiths; to
explain these through a study of the errors in hadith transmission, and their reasons; and,
finally, to summarise his critical methodology in weakening parricular hadiths.

For this, the hadiths of the work were sourced; the narrators introduced; and then the
words of Imam Bukhari in al-Tarikh al-Awsat were compared to his words in other
books, and also to the words of other eminent scholars in other works, in order that
Imam Bukhari’s methodology of hadith criticism and its means become clearly apparent.

Through the study of the hadiths, it was found that Imam Bukhari dealt with both
aspects of transmission: the chain of transmission, and the text. Each of these was
devoted a section. However, the main focus was on the criticism of the chain of
transmission: it was considered in terms of being contiguous or broken; in terms of
contradicting other chains of transmission; in terms of the state of its transmitters; and
then the means of uncovering the errors therein.

As for the text of the hadiths, these were studied through comparing whether they
contradicted established mateers, historical facts, or the state of affairs lived by the

Companions (Allah be pleased with them).
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