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Al-Ashraf Moussa’s. Writing books, in different fields, progressed in
this age. This was after Bilad al-Sham witnessed comprehensive
renaissance including all different aspects of life. This renaissance
began as the Zangids came into power, controlled Bilad al-Sham
and faced the Crusaders. It lasted until the Ayyubids, who
continued facing the Crusaders, rose to power in Bilad al-Sham.
Therefore, scholars gained a high social status in this age due to the
big influence they had on the public, especially when it was related
to persuading people to get knowledge, be involved in ‘Jihad’ and
face the Crusaders, the enemies of the country and religion(lslam).
The respect and appreciation the Ayyubid rulers had given Sibt Bin
Al-Jowzy could be an embodiment of this status.

Concerning Miraat al-Zaman_Fi_Tareekh al-Aian, historians

have agreed on its importance since it has been considered one of
the most important and comprehensive books that were written
towards the end of the Ayyubid Age, after Salah Addeen passed
away. Sibt wrote this book, being influenced by his grandfather
who looked after his education and schooled him. The latter wrote
a book entitled Al-Mountazam; similarly, the grandson, Sibt, wrote

his Miraat al-Zaman Fi Tareekh al-Aian in which he talked about

both events and narrators who were taking historical incidents into
consideration and referring to the yearly death rate. Consequently,
Sibt’s book proved to be a timeless record that covered a lot of
disciplines and knowledge, although the degree of importance
varied from one part of the book to another. Nonetheless, this
book remained a valuable, beneficial achievement. As it was clear,
the author devoted a great deal of the introduction of his book to
the ‘Prophetical Biography’. In particular, the time Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) spent in Mecca is dealt with in this thesis which
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is going to begin with reference to Prophet Muhammad’s ancestry,
and it is going to be ended by how Muslims emigrated to Medina
to live in instead of Mecca. This ‘emigration’ phase has been
selected to be focussed on due to its being importantly relative to
the beginnings of Islam, as at this stage the dawn of Islam started
breaking.

In regard to the manuscript being worked on, there are in fact
many copies of it in different libraries all over the world. Some
copies are abridged ones; others are incomplete. Four copies have
been obtained and used in the study of the manuscript being
carried out in this thesis.

The research is composed of two chapters. The first chapter is
a study of the manuscript. In this chapter, Sibt Bin Al-Jowzy as well
as his family are introduced. After that, there is a description of the
age in which Sibt lived as he settled in Irag and Bilad al-Sham; in
particular, a description of the political and scholarly situation is
given. Then the chapter talks about his participation in the most
crucial political and military events taking place in Bilad al-Sham,
and about his relationship with the members of the Ayyubid
dynasty, especially with Al-Muazzam Eissa and Al-Ashraf Moussa.
Furthermore, the research moves to speak about Sibt’s scholarly,
practical life including his education and his most prominent
teachers, ending with his work as a preacher: he was famous for his
preaching and for being a teacher who taught in the schools of
Damascus.

In addition, Sibt was interested in many disciplines and arts,
and he wrote lots of books, whose titles are mentioned in a
separate part of this chapter. Moreover, this research talks about

C
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the manuscript as a whole and about its parts which were studied
earlier. The selected part of the manuscript chosen for this thesis is
dealt with independently and specifically; the four copies used are
also mentioned in the above-mentioned separate part. The end of
this chapter is related to Sibt’s method of recording his historical
material.

The second chapter is the study of the manuscript. It includes
photocopies of some original pages of the copies used in this thesis
in order to clarify the language, method and the four styles of
handwriting in the four copies of the manuscript as well as the
alphabetical letters. To add, the text has been organised by
rewriting it in contemporary orthography, separating its
paragraphs, talking about the events that seem vague, explaining
some strange terms and words, sorting Koranic verses (Ayas) used
in the manuscript by referring to their original ‘Souras’, sorting
Prophet Muhammd’s speeches depending on Al-Acehah and
sorting lines of poetry used by referring to the original poems when
possible, and finally by giving some details about some famous
people, places and groups.

At the end, there is a conclusion which includes a summary of
the most important events Sibt recorded in the selected part of his
manuscript and also includes the results this research has gained.
In other words, first, it has been clear, after researching and
studying, that Sibt started writing in the field of history, because of
being religiously reinforced as he declared in the introduction of his
book, Miraat al-Zaman Fi Tareekh al-Aian. Second, he was an

imitator of his grandfather when talking about his general style, yet
he still preserved his personality and opinions which were different

and independent of his grandfather’s. Additionally, he had a
d
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