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AL-BUKHARI* METHODOLOGY IN MENTIONING THE SHUYUKH
(TEACHERS) OF THE NARRATORS IN HIS BOOK "AL-TARIKH AL-

KABIR" AN ANALYTICAL CRITICAL STUDY

By

Khalid Ma'rouf Ahmad Elaiwah

Supervisor

Dr. Abd al-Karim Ahmad al-Wrikat

ABSTRACT

Al- Bukhari's book al-Tarikh al-Kabir is one of the most important biographies books
which are considrred of the justified kind. This is due to the high status of this book, its
compiler and the knowledge it includes. In this work al-Bukhari gathered a big number
of biographies however in an abridged way. Doing this, al-Bukhari mentions the name of
narrator, his lineage, teachers, students, and points of strenghth and that of weakness in
regard to his transmision of hadith. In the light of al-Bukhari's i tention of abridgment, he
was not mentioning the teachers in a comprehensive way, therefore he was only

mentioning some of the teachers, on some occasions he was not mentioning any of them.

Therefore, the present study tries to present the reasons that made al-Bukhari mention
some of the teachers in particular, and points of strenghth and that of weakness in regard
to his transmision of hadith, and the impact of this approach on refutation of criticism

directed to the book in question.
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This study reached a number of conclusinds, amongst which that al-Bukhari' selection
of teachers of narrators was not randomly but with an aim, which is the highlightness of
points of strenghth and that of weakness in regard to his transmision of hadith, and that
his book al-Tarikh al-Kabir was a step towards compiling his Sahih, the Tarikh of al-
Bukhari was not mere a biography book, but a work that needs attention and investigation
in the light of the information deposited in it and the context in which such information
is presented. The study recommends further investigation of the book especialy for the

purpose of finding the relation between it and Sahih al-Bukhari.
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